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Background 
Why Federal Land? 

Land Ordinance of 1785
Northwest Ordinance of 1787

A Growing Nation 

Event Year Country Square Miles Acres 

Louisiana Purchase 

Adam-Onis Treaty 

Texas Annexation 

Oregon Treaty 

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 

Gadsden Purchase 

Alaska Purchase 

Federal Land States 

 State Land States

 Federal Land States 

Purchasing Federal Land 

 
 

 
 



  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The Federal Land Survey 

 



  
 

Federal Land Records 
Patents 

Land Entry Case Files 

Types of Federal Land

Tract Books 

Types of Federal Land 
Private Land Claims 

Credit/Cash Sales 

Preemptions 

Bounty Land 



  
 

Homesteads 

Homestead 
Act of 1862 

Finding Federal Land Records 
 National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

 General Land Office: Eastern States Office 

 FamilySearch 

 Ancestry ($)

 Fold3 ($)

 Earthpoint 


